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The Global Ethics and Religion Forum Presents


Global Voices for Human Rights
A documentary on the call for human rights from the world’s religious and cultural traditions.

Interviews by Joseph Runzo  Directed by Christopher Baier  Cinematography by Martin Dicicco,

Produced by Nancy M. Martin and Frank Kosa  Executive Producers Joseph Runzo and David Garcia
Including exclusive interviews with

1. H.H. the Fourteenth Dalai Lama, Tenzin Gyatso is the spiritual and political leader of the Tibetan people, currently in exile.  He was the recipient of the Nobel Peace Prize in 1989.

[image: image2.jpg]


2. James Orbinski, M.D., former president of Medecins Sans Frontieres (Doctors Without Borders), gave the Nobel Prize acceptance speech when MSF won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1999.  He was in Rwanda with Doctors without Borders during the 1992 civil war in which more than 800,000 Tutsis were slaughtered.  He is currently research scientist and professor of family and community medicine and public health at the Centre for International Health, University of Toronto, Canada.

3. Sulak Sivaraksa is a Thai Buddhist defender of human and environmental rights, who has been twice nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize.  He founded the International Network of Engaged Buddhists, has taught at Harvard University, and is currently working in Bangkok, Thailand, as the director of the Santi Pracha Dhamma Institute.

4. Philip Rossi, S.J., Ph.D., is professor of theology at Marquette University and associate of the Woodstock Center for Theological Reflection at Georgetown University.  He is a world renowned expert on restorative justice, a member of the Board of Trustees for Creighton University, and a member of the Board of Directors for the Global Ethics and Religion Forum. 

5. Brian Lepard, Ph.D., is professor of law at the University of Nebraska and, as a leading voice for the Baha’i tradition, has served on the staff of the Baha’i mission to the U.N.  He is a specialist in international law and human rights and has just completed Rethinking Humanitarian Intervention.
6. Xinxhong Yao, Ph.D., is a native of China and an expert in Confucian ethics.  Professor of religious studies at the University of Wales, Lampeter, he is currently at Oxford University leading a four-year project funded by the Templeton Foundation comparing Chinese religious experience with Western religious experience.

7. Arvind Sharma, Ph.D., is a native of India and an internationally renowned expert on Hinduism and human rights.  He is the Burks Professor of Comparative Religion at McGill University and has published over fifty books and five hundred articles.

8. Ines Talamantez, Ph.D., is an Apache and a leading authority on Native American religious traditions and cultures.  She is professor of religious studies at the University of California in Santa Barbara and has served as Director of the Society for the Study of Native American Traditions.

9. Kerry Bowman, Ph.D., is on the Board of Directors for the Jane Goodall Foundation and has done extensive fieldwork on primates throughout Africa.  He is professor of bioethics at Mount Sinai Hospital at the University of Toronto. 

10. Irfan Omar, Ph.D., is a native of India and is a leading expert on nonviolence in the Islamic tradition.  He is a professor of religious studies at Marquette University. 

11. Cedric Prakash, S.J., is a Jesuit priest in Ahmedabad, Gujarat, dedicated to human rights and interreligious harmony.  He is the director of Prashant Centre for Human Rights, Justice and Peace and is also the coordinator of the Province Office for Integral Social Development (POISD), an organization dedicated to coordinating developmental, justice and peace works of the Society of Jesus in Gujarat, India.  In 2006 President Chirac named him Chevalier de la Legion d’Honneur  (Knight of the Legion of Honour).
12. Judith Mayotte, Ph.D., is an expert on refugees and a leading human rights activist.  She is a member of the Board of Directors for the Desmond Tutu Peace Foundation, and has served in the U.S. Department of State, Bureau of Population, Refugees, and Migration, as special advisor on refugee issues and policy.  She has testified as an expert witness before Congressional committees, and her research into the refugee camps of Cambodia, the Sudan, Afghanistan and Bosnia appears in her book, Disposable People? The Plight of Refugees, supported by the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation.  She has also won two Emmys and a Peabody for her role in writing and producing documentaries, including the “Portrait of a Nation” series.
13. William Lesher, Ph.D., is the Chairman of the Board for the Parliament of the World’s Religions and is past president of the Lutheran School of Theology in Chicago and of Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary in Berkeley.  He initiated the Common Ground for the Common Good, a movement sponsored by the National Council of Churches, the U.S. Catholic Conference, and the Synagogue Council of America to set the moral agenda for America in 1990s.  He is chair of the Task Force on Globalization of Theological Education and a senior fellow of Growth Design International.

14. Wande Abimbola, Ph.D., is the Awise Awo Ni Agbaye (spokesperson and ambassador) for the Yoruba religion, an African tradition with over 100 million members.  He is special advisor to the President of Nigeria on Cultural Affairs.

15. Lindsay Falvey, Ph.D., is professor and chair of the department of agriculture at the University of Melbourne, Australia.  He has worked with the U.N., the World Bank, and the Australian government on over eighty missions in twenty countries around the globe, including Thailand and Iraq, addressing issues of agriculture, the environment, and water rights.
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16. Elliot Dorff, Ph.D., is a rector and professor of philosophy at the University of Judaism. He has served on the Ethics Committee of the National Healthcare Task Force and testified before the President’s National Bioethics Advisory Committee. The leading spokesperson for ethics in Conservative Judaism today, he is the author of over 100 articles and eight books on Jewish theology, Jewish law and Jewish ethics.  
For more information on the Global Ethics and Religion Forum and the documentaries


“Patterns for Peace: India as a Model for a Multireligious Society” and “Global Voices for Human Rights”


please visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.GERForum.org" ��www.GERForum.org�
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