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Joseph Runzo is Professor of Philosophy and Religious Studies at Chapman University, California;

Life Member of Clare Hall, Cambridge University; and Founding Executive Director of the Global

Ethics and Religion Forum. He has published ten books and more than 50 articles and is currently

directing the Global Ethics and Religion Forum’s international project to revise Just War Theory for

the 21
st
 century. This project takes into account issues such as international terrorism, humanitarian

intervention, the use of torture, the use of child soldiers and the employment of private military

companies. Runzo’s most recent work is on human rights, private military companies, terrorism and

military ethics, and comparative religious ethics.

Brian Lepard, an international human rights law specialist, is Professor of Law at the University of

Nebraska. He was an editor of the Yale Journal of International Law and has served at the United Nations

office of the Baha'i International Community. His most recent books include Rethinking Humanitarian

Intervention: A Fresh Legal Approach Based on Fundamental Ethical Principles in International Law and

World Religions and Hope for a Global Ethic: Shared Principles in Religious Scriptures.

Nathan Tierney is Professor of Philosophy and Chair of the Art Department at California

Lutheran University. He is the author of numerous articles and the book Imagination and Ethical

Ideals. His areas of research are ethics, metaphysics and the intersection of faith and reason. He is

currently working on issues concerning war and restorative justice. A member of the Board of

Directors of the Global Ethics and Religion Forum, he is also a founding partner of Philosophy in

the Real World, an ethics consulting service.

Franklin Perkins is Associate Professor of Philosophy and Director of Chinese Studies at DePaul University. He has

taught at Vassar College, HoHai University (Nanjing) and Foreign Affairs College (Beijing) and recently finished a

year as a Fulbright Researcher at Peking University. His main teaching and research interests are in classical Chinese

philosophy and early modern European philosophy, with particular interests in issues of cultural exchange, intercultural

philosophy, self-cultivation, and the problem of evil. His publications range from Leibniz's doctrine of ideas to

Mencius's view of emotion and self-cultivation, and he is the author of Leibniz and China: A Commerce of Light and

Leibniz: A Guide for the Perplexed.

Arvind Sharma is a renowned scholar of Hinduism, comparative religion and women and religion.

Having taught at the University of Queensland and the University of Sydney in Australia, he is now the

Birks Professor of Comparative Religion at McGill University in Canada.  He has published over fifty

books and five hundred articles in the fields of comparative religion, Hinduism, Indian philosophy and

ethics, and the role of women in religion.  Often cited as a leading authority on Hinduism, he directed the

Global Congress for Religion After September 11th in 2006 in Montreal.

Pal Ahluwalia is Professor of Ethnic Studies at the University of California, San Diego and Director

of the Centre for Post-Colonial Studies, Hawke Research Institute for Sustainable Societies, at the

University of South Australia. His research interests include African studies, social and cultural

theory, post-colonial theory and the processes of diaspora, exile, migration, and identity formation.

His recent books are Violence and Non-Violence: African Perspectives, Out Of Africa: Post-

structuralism's Colonial Roots, and Edward Said. He is a Fellow of the Australian Academy of Social

Sciences.

Chair: Nancy M. Martin is Associate Professor of Religious Studies at Chapman University, Life

Member of Clare Hall, Cambridge University and Cofounder and Associate Director of the Global

Ethics and Religion Forum. She is a historian of religion with expertise in Asian religions, gender issues,

and comparative ethics. Involved in extensive fieldwork in Rajasthan, her research focuses on

devotional Hinduism, women's religious lives, and the religious traditions of low-caste groups in India.

She is a leading authority on the popular Hindu woman Saint Mirabai and general co-editor of the

“Library of Global Ethics and Religion” (Oneworld Publications, Oxford).
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